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cult may then become the only true faith, and so may be-
come mandatory on all alike; particularly is this likely to
happen if at the same time it lends itself to the ends of a
ruling class who possess or can find the means of enforcing
its observance. This last proposition may also be turned
about j if the animus embodied in the new cult is effectually
borne up by the discipline of current workday experience
at large, persons strongly imbued with the bias of the cult
are likely to be thrown up by popular acclaim into responsi-
ble offices of discretion, and so come to combine the prompt-
ings of their own interest with their pious convictions in its
support and bring it to the mature phase of a self-evident
and intolerant infallibility.
In the engendering and growth of habitual ideals and
convictions touching matters of use and wont at large, or
in any given connection, the run of events is not of a char-
acter essentially different from the circumstances that sur-
round the inception and spread of these religious verities.
The changes that alter the face of national life have small
beginnings 5 the traceable initial process having commonly
set in with some overt act on the part of a small and distinc-
tive group of persons, who will then presently be credited
with insight and initiative in case the move proves itself
by success.. Should the movement fail of acceptance and
consequent effect, these spokesmen of its propaganda would
then prove to have been fanciful project-makers, perhaps
of unsound mind. To describe the course of such a matter
by analogy, the symptoms of the new frame of mind will
first come in evidence in the attitude of some one individual,
who, by congenital proclivity and through an exceptional